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Change has come in abundance i n"jpartict- a
pated in the graduation ceremony at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
(LSTC) and received the degree of Master of Divinity. That day culminated a four year
seminary journey that brought growth, discernment, learning, frlendshlps and prepara-
tion. A few weeks later | began interviewing at United, a proGessaas
that from the very beginning stirred my spirit with excitement.
Upon receiving and accepting the call to serve this congregat
my erdimation took place at a synadde gathering at LSTC on
August 3% Following a move to the parsonage in Oak Park i
early September came my first days of work as pastor. Then
a few days ago, on Septembef', 24 wonderful worship service
with the rite of installation marked the start of my ministry witf
you, the people of United. Amidst the rapidness of all this
change, God has been working among us all. God prepared
congregation as it discerned its gifts and its needs for pastore
leadership, just as God prepared and cultivated gifts and skills
during my time at seminary. Four months ago, we were strangers: unknown to each
other, but still a part of the same body of Christ. Now the Holy Spirit has brought us
together so that we may share in the life of faith, for the sake of the world.

My story begins in Winnepeg, Canada, where | was born. Seeds of faith were nurtured
by my family who raised me in the Lutheran faith tradition. My parents, Hans and
Donna, and my older sister Christa and | moved to Oak Park in 1987, where | grew up
and graduated from Oak Park and River Forest High School in 1998 (Go Huskies!). |
then attended the ELCAffiliated Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota

(Go Gusties!). The arc of my time at Gustavus moved from a doubting uncertainty about
my faith to a breakthrough realization that God does not expect anything but a simple
trust in the promise of grace God gives to us in Christ.

During and after college | felt the call to put my faith into action through volunteer ser-
vice. | served at noeprofit agencies providing hospitality and services to the homeless
populations of Atlanta and St. Louis. Sensing a call to serve the faith lives of congrega-
tions, | entered seminary in 2004 at LSTC. For my internship year of training | served
college students through Lutheran Campus Ministry at Washington University and St.
Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri. There | grew a passion for extending the sup-
port of the church to young adults as they ask Big Questions about their lives and values

My fiancé Stacey Jutila and | met in the fall of 2005 at LSTC. Stacey currently serves as

an ordained ELCA chaplain and pediatric bereavement coordinator at Advocate Christ

Medical Center and Hope Children's Hospital. She also serves on the Board of Directors
(Continued on pag®)
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Congregational News

DOUBLE YOUR $$$$

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

You can double the impact of your coffee hour dollars on Sunday, November 9, 2008, 8:00 AM
October 12 and 19, when Thrivent members will serve ) )

goodies and collect money to be used for improvements i Stories to Tell & Gifts to Shaiéreakfast
the parsonage. Guest Speakér Dr. Dean Lueking

Thrivent will match the funds collected, up to $1,600. So

that is our goal for the two Sundays. (Continued from page) , _
at Holden Village, an ecumenical retreat center grounded in

Please come prepared to indulge your sweet tooth and be the Lu_theran tradition, located in the Cascade Mountains of
generous, knowing that each $1 or $10 donation is really Washmgt_on state. Stacey and | both share a fondness for
worth $2 or $20. Holden Village which we
look forward to sharing
$$$$$ with you. Our wedding
will be on January 17,
2009 here in Chicago.
We are looking forward
to this special day in our
lives, and we plan to
Sharing Our Stories  celebrate our marriage
with the congregation
after we have returned
from our honeymoon.
Stacey and | love to exercise, cook, read, travel, and garden.
am particularly excited a
sidero as the Cubs begin th

As we mentioned in the laStandle as a part of our stew-
ardship program, we will be sharing our stories through
September and October. Please stop by the bulletin board
in the Greenfield hallway or check the websitétedluther-
anchurch.orgo read stories about our members and their

As | begin ministry at United, | will be carrying the story of
journeys. g y ying y

JesusO6 encounter with the d
_ _ (Luke 24:1335) close to my heart. | pray that Jesus, who

On Sunday, November 9, there will be only one worship 5 | v a ys wal ks with us wi |l
service. _It will follow a family breakfast from-80 AM in mercy and justice as we join together in opening the Scrip-
fellowship hall. Master story teller Dr. Dean Lueking, pas- ,res. and in sharing the breaking of the bread. Just as Jesu

tor emeritus of Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest, will |\ 2115 with us, | cannot wait to get to know you and to walk
be our guest speaker over one more cup of coffee; a sepa-

rate aftetbreakfast event is planned for children under con—WIth you'in the coming weeks, months and years ahead.
firmation age. Both events will precede the 10:30 AM

Eucharist where we will have an opportunity to add our

2009 financial pledges to the morning offering.
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