
 

ñThe Church Right Nowò 
 

 It took me back aghast: ñYouth Movement.ò  The sight of this recent headline in 

an article about my call to serve at United in the Wednesday Journal gave me pause.  ñAt 

28, could I still even be considered a óyouthô?ò I thought.  I would have hoped that I had 

graduated from youth to young adult.  This headline got me thinking about both how we 

define youth in the church, and how we might help them find ways to define themselves 

and their faith. 

 

 A statement that I hear most often said in church circles about youth is that they 

are the ñfuture of the church.ò  Such sentiment no doubt speaks of the promise and un-

seen ways that God will work in the lives of youth as they grow into young adults and 

adulthood.  God holds future promises in the bright possibilities their lives hold before 

them. 

 

 But in addition to being the future of the church, however, youth are more im-

portantly ñthe church right now.ò  Youth are a gift to the present church.  They enrich 

and sustain the whole body of Christ with their unique gifts, curiosity, energy and excite-

ment.  It spoke volumes to me about the high value that United holds for youth when two 

college-bound members, Tim McCole and Tom McCarter, were selected as a part of the 

call committee.  Giving youth such roles can let teens and youth know that they hold a 

valued place in the body of Christ. 

 

 Unitedôs youth have been given an opportunity to be ñthe church right nowò 

with 35,000 other youth next summer in New Orleans.  The national youth gathering of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which 

happens about every three years, will emphasize the 

theme of social justice and service at next summerôs 

gathering.  In particular, participants will have an 

opportunity to serve those affected by the severe 

storms that have besieged New Orleans. 

 

Let us join together in supporting our youthðintegral members of the body of 

Christ.  Let us join in recognizing the gift they are to this community of faith that wel-

comes people of all ages.  Let us join in prayerful and active support as they embark on a 

journey of preparation that will lead them to New Orleans.  Let us nurture them in this 

opportunity to continue to define themselves, their faith and their gifts, empowering 

them both now and for the rest of their lives. 

 

Liturgical. Compassionate. Nurturing. 
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OUT OF AFRICA  
 

OUR REFUGEE RESPONSE IN ETHIOPIA ðA 

letter to United members from Pastor John Halvorson  

 
Pastor Halvorson, a United member, has shared several Out 

of Africa letters with us during his four year Ethiopian Lu-

theran World Federation (LWF) 

term. As you enjoy Johnôs Story 

to Tell, remember that our finan-

cial Gifts to Share, channeled 

through our ELCA budget item 

and Hunger Appeal gifts, provide 

us the opportunity of participat-

ing in the Lutheran Churchôs 

worldwide mission. John will conclude his LWF term at the 

yearôs end and will be our Stories to Tell, Gifts to Share edu-

cation hour forum guest Sunday, February 15, 2009. 

 

"I was a stranger and you welcomed me." (Matthew 

25:35) That verse from Matthew has been with me since 

my childhood. Jesus closely identifies with people who 

are strangers, outsiders, refugees. He does this because of 

his God given love for suffering humanity. He also does it 

because he remembered that he and his family were once 

refugees in Egypt; they fled Israel to escape the murder-

ous Herod.  
 

Ethiopia is very close to Egypt. The Orthodox church con-

nections between the two countries go back 1600 years. 

The Blue Nile in Ethiopia flows into the White Nile in 

Sudan and together they become the great Nile River 

which flows into Egypt and offers irrigation and abundant 

agriculture there. Refugee Jesus probably bathed, swam, 

drank in the Nile. He drank Ethiopian waters.  
 

So which country in the world is the most welcoming and 

generous towards refugees? Based on per capita popula-

tion figures, some years ago, the answer was Tanzania. 

These days, it might be Jordan. But Ethiopia would be 

high on the list also because as refugees flee from 

neighboring countries Eritrea, Sudan and Somalia.  
 

Especially from Somalia; war torn, tragic Somalia. And 

this is where LWF - Ethiopia is making a difference. And 

where your gifts to the ELCA Hunger Appeal make a dif-

ference, since Hunger Appeal monies support the work of 

LWF Ethiopia.  
 

Since early in 2007, LWF has been working in Teferi Ber 

Somali refugee camp. That camp is two miles from the 

Somali border. It is also 500 miles east of Addis Ababa, 

where I live. Somali refugees have been streaming across 

the border looking for safety, protection, food and hous-

Congregational News  

ing. UNHCR is doing its best to welcome them, to screen 

them, and to place them in Teferi er and in a new camp 

called Sheder. Teferi Ber has 12,000 refugees now, and 

that is the maximum number the camp can accommodate. 

Sheder will also have to be capped at 12,000. A third 

camp is probably going to open in early 2009.  
 

LWF provides the water supply and the environmental 

protection for these camps. This is a big challenge since 

water is scarce. Deep bore holes must be dug, and most 

days water must be trucked from many miles away. Fire-

wood is scarce; deforestation is a big problem. LWF now 

provides kerosene stoves and also many ethanol fuel-

saving stoves. Security is an ongoing issue in this part of 

Ethiopia. We pray for the safety of the refugees as well as 

for the UNHCR and LWF and other workers there.  
 

I have visited Teferi Ber and Sheder a number of times. It 

is eye opening, humbling and inspiring to visit the refu-

gees and hear their stories. All are Muslim people, most 

are women and children, about 15 percent are disabled. 

Some are teachers, medical people, professionals. All 

want to go home some day. God knows when that will be.  
 

It is a privilege and a great responsibility for LWF to be of 

service in these camps, because of the needs, and because 

we know God is there. (Matthew 25).  
 

My daily devotion book is authored by Henri Nouwen. It's 

called Bread for the Journey, and I highly recommend it. 

Here is what Nouwen writes for August 20 (the day I am 

writing this). "Poor people have a treasure to offer pre-

cisely because they cannot return our favors. By not pay-

ing us for what we have done for them, they call us to in-

ner freedom, selflessness, generosity, and true care. Jesus 

says, 'When you throw a party, invite the poor, the crip-

pled, the lame; then you will be blessed, for they have no 

means to repay you.' The repayment Jesus speaks about is 

spiritual. It is the joy, peace, and love of God that we so 

much desire. This is what the poor (the strangers) give us, 

not only in the afterlife, but already here and now."  

 

These words speak deeply to me. They express some of 

our God given motivations for doing refugee work, for 

offering service to the strangers ï  whether they be in east-

ern Ethiopia or in Chicago and the western suburbs.  

 

Salaam (peace), God bless and be with you all.   

ðJohn Halvorson 
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