
Keys to Nurturing Faith at Home 
 

Summertime can be a good time to renew, refresh and re-structure our family’s home 

life.  To equip you with some tools for nurturing faith at home, I would like to share with 

you excerpts from an article written by Marilyn Sharpe of the Youth & Family Institute 

at Luther Seminary.  I pray that resources such as this can help us carry out our church’s 

mission to nurture the faith of our children and youth both at church and at home.  

Blessed summer!  —Pastor Jon 
 

Faithful parents bring their children to the nursery, Sunday school, confirmation, youth 

group and a dozen other wonderful programs at church.  Surely, they think, that is 

enough!  Isn’t it?  After all, they reason, I am not seminary trained.  I cannot spell or pro-

nounce the names of the three men in the fiery furnace.  I don’t know what an Ebenezer 

is, much less whether it is okay to raise mine.  It’s probably not safe to try this at home; 

let’s leave it to the church professionals who are trained to do it. 
 

We’ve professionalized faith nurture and Christian education.  Parents believe it will all 

happen in the congregation.  They believe they don’t know enough and can’t do it.  Isn’t 

it enough to offer kids Christian education in the congregation?  No! 
 

At baptism, parents promise to teach their children the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the 

Ten Commandments; place in their hands the Holy Scriptures; and provide for their in-

struction in the Christian faith.  We promised! 
 

How, then, shall we partner home and congregation?  How can we make Christ present 

in the home?  It’s as simple as  these Four Keys for Nurturing Faith.  They are: 
 

Caring Conversations – Adults are present, really present with the child, listening 

deeply and respectfully, getting to know the child.  Adults share who they are and what 

they care about and believe.  This is the floor under the relationship. 
 

Devotions – Infusing caring conversations with God-talk elevates our caring conversa-

tions into devotions.  We find God in our everyday experiences.  We learn God’s stories 

and find ourselves in them.  We share a lively awareness of the sacred in the daily.  
 

Rituals and Traditions – Here we braid God into our everyday interactions with one an-

other.  We bless one another, pray for one another, depart from one another with a litany 

of faithful caring.  We light candles at the dinner table, remembering the Light of the 

World.  We say grace and have bedtime rituals that include God’s presence.  Holidays 

and family celebrations involve God-talk. 
 

Service – Filled up with caring conversations, devotions, rituals and traditions, we pour 

ourselves out in service to God’s world.  It isn’t an obligation, but a loving and grateful 

response to God’s love for us.  We include all of the generations.  We live this faith.  
 

The time has come to let go of the old model of Christian education as offering chunks 

of knowledge about scripture, doctrine, church history and faith practices.  Let us join 

home and congregation in giving all of the generations both knowledge and faith build-

ing experiences that prepare the soil for the Holy Spirit to sow seeds of life transforming 

faith.      
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New Members 

United Lutheran Church 

409 Greenfield Street 

Oak Park IL 60302-1143 

www.unitedlutheranchurch.org 

office phone:  708-386-1576 

office email:  united409@sbcglobal.net 
 

Pastor:  Jon M. Dumpys 

 Email:  pastor.jondumpys@gmail.com 

 Available by appointment 

 Home phone:  708-386-1724 
 

Secretary:  Judy Galasek 

 Email:  united409@sbcglobal.net 

 Office hours: Mon-Friday,  

   9:00 am—2:30 pm 
 

Minister of Music:  Steven Wente 

 Email:  steven.wente@cuchicago.edu 

 Home phone:  708-681-4224 
 

Custodian:  Cheryl Pinter 
 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

(Starting 5/30) 

 9:30 am  Holy Communion (Nave) 

      10:30 am Lemonade/Fellowship   

                 (Fellowship Hall) 

received as a member on June 6th.  They live in Chicago’s 

Galewood neighborhood, not too far from Oak Park.  Matt 

operates Sonic Palace Productions, a recording studio on 

North Avenue in Oak Park, and plays guitar.  Karen is a 

professional photographer, and has plans to enter broad-

casting school.  They have appreciated the welcome they 

have received at ULC from the moment they first arrived! 

                            

Darek Radziszewski and Nicole Adamson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darek and Nicole were drawn to United Lutheran by its 

youthful energy, warm spirit and beautiful architecture.  

Nicole and Darek come from different faith backgrounds 

(Nicole grew up ELCA Lutheran and Darek was raised 

Roman Catholic), but they are both excited to call to now 

have a church home.  They will be married at ULC on Sat-

urday, July 3rd.  Darek and Nicole grew up in suburban 

Chicago, and now live in River Grove.  Born in Poland, 

Darek is a high school guidance counselor with Chicago 

Public Schools, and enjoys bicycling.  Nicole is a personal 

trainer at Fitness Formula Club in Oak Park, as well as a 

freelance writer.  Look for her article in the July issue of 

The Lutheran magazine! 

 

Gabrielle Belknap and Josh Thusat 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

With their families living out of state in Wisconsin and 

Ohio, Gabrielle and Josh give thanks for the opportunity 

to build community with other people of faith at United 

Lutheran.  As active leaders of the Twenties and Thirties 

Group, they are excited and eager to share their gifts with 

others.  Gabrielle is a ―PK‖ (pastor’s kid) of an ELCA Lu-

theran pastor and Josh is Roman Catholic.  They love 

watching movies, gardening and going to baseball games, 

especially at Wrigley Field.  Gabrielle teaches at a high 

school on Chicago’s west side, and Josh teaches English 

as a second language. 

 

     Mike Podokak and Jennifer Gremmels 
 

Mike and Jennifer moved to Oak Park last fall, and 

soon found their way to United Lutheran.  They both 

went through the Catechumenate—a time of study and 

prayer during Lent—in preparation for renewing their 

baptisms at the Easter Vigil.  Mike grew up in the St. 

Louis, MO area, and is a chemical engineer.  Jennifer 

grew up in Wisconsin and is working on completing her 

masters in the field of medical public relations and mar-

keting.  They have freely shared their gift of hospitality 

several times by hosting the Twenties and Thirties 

Group in their home. 

 

Matt and Karen Mercado 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Matt and Karen have celebrated several significant 

milestones at United Lutheran recently:  Matt was bap-

tized and joined the church at the Easter Vigil; they 

were married at ULC on May 15th, and Karen was 
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From the Minister of Music    
�3�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���*�R�G���«�L�Q���6�R�Q�J 

 

Have you ever wondered from where our hymns and 
�V�R�Q�J�V���F�R�P�H�"�����7�K�H���H�D�V�\���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�����R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����L�V���³�W�K�H���K�\�P��
�Q�D�O���´�����%�X�W���K�R�Z���G�L�G���W�K�H���K�\�P�Q�V���J�H�W���S�O�D�F�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���K�\�P�Q�D�O����
and from what sources do they come.  The hymn selec-
tion process is usually a long and detailed process.  While 
it has varied from hymnal to hymnal, the general parame-
ters are that the hymns and songs should be ones that are 
used widely within the denomination (new hymns often 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���³�I�L�H�O�G���W�H�V�W�H�G�´���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���J�D�L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�W�D�W�X�V���R�I���D�F��
ceptance), that they reflect the tradition and theology of 
the particular denomination, and that�² at least some�²
�U�H�I�O�H�F�W���D�Q���H�F�X�P�H�Q�L�F�D�O���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V�����K�\�P�Q�V���O�L�N�H���³�+�R�O�\�����+�R�O�\��
�+�R�O�\�´���D�Q�G���³�7�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���2�Q�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�´���� 
The notes at the bottom of the hymn or the bottom of the 
page give information on text author and/or translation, 
and the music setting.  While there are many hymn texts 
and tunes in Evangelical Lutheran Worship that are fairly 
recent, there are many hymns that come from the tradition 
�R�I���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�������:�K�L�O�H���³�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�´���P�D�\���V�H�H�P���W�R���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H��
just one type of hymnody, it may be more helpful to think 
�R�I���³�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���´���H�D�F�K���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�L�V�W�L�F�V����
Starting with the Old and New Testaments (the psalms 
are really the first hymns), hymnody has sought to ex-
�S�U�H�V�V���S�U�D�L�V�H���W�R���*�R�G���D�Q�G���W�R���V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���O�R�Y�H��
and salvation to each other and to the world.  Hymns may 
be an objective statement of praise or perhaps a more per-
sonal reflection on matters of faith. 
What does this mean for us?  First, knowing something of 
the background, even the time period from which a hymn 
comes, can be helpful. Reading and singing the hymn as 
poetry and proclamation/reflection may help us to find 
more meaning in the texts.  Finally, looking for the con-
nection between the word that we hear in the readings and 
the sermon and the texts of the hymns may deepen our 
understanding of what we sing and the message that we 
proclaim in our singing. 
 

 Summer Worship 
During the summer months we will sing various familiar 
settings of the liturgy:  Now the Feast and Celebration, by 
Steven Janco, Mass of the Angels and Saints, and orders 
from the ELW. Our summer worship will be enriched by 
instrumentalists including Laura Osterlund and John Ma-
ple.  Laura is continuing her studies in early music, in-
cluding recorder performance and music history, at 
McGill University in Montreal, but has several weeks at 
home this summer.  John will be visiting Oak Park later 
in the summer from his duties in Nashville, where he is a 
member of the Nashville Symphony Orchestra. 
    - Steven Wente 

 

 
 
 
 
Youth Servant Trip to Cedar Rapids 

 
A long-anticipated summer Servant Trip to Cedar Rapids is 
almost here!  From Sunday, August 1st to Thursday, August 
5th, Pastor Jon and a group of ULC youth and adults will 
travel to Cedar Rapids, IA to assist with rehabilitating dam-
aged homes from the 2008 flood.  This flood is one of the top 
five natural disasters to ever hit our country, and recovery is 
ongoing.  Join us in worship on Sunday, August 1st to bless 
these servants as they go forth to share the good news of 
Christ in the world. 
 
 
 

 
�³�/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���'�D�\�´���D�W���6�L�[���)�O�D�J�V 

 

Join youth from several area churches for a day of roller 
coasters, water rides, and Lutheran fellowship at Six Flags 
amusement park in Gurnee, IL.  The date is Sunday, August 
8, and cost is $26.00 per person (must be purchased by 
Thursday, July 1).  Contact Lauren Busey for more informa-
tion:  lauren@trinityevanston.org or 847-673-8564.  Spon-
�V�R�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���(�/�&�$���0�H�W�U�R���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���6�\�Q�R�G�¶�V���<�R�X�W�K���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\��
Network. 
 

Workshop on Relational Evangelism   
 

How can you share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�����Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�����H�Y�H�Q���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W�¶�V���F�R�P��
fortable for both of you�² and more likely to be effective? 
Come and see at either of two Relational Evangelism Work-
shops to be led  by Rev. Carol Breimeier.  Sat., July 17, 
2010, 9:00-noon, at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1006 Gillick 
St., Park Ridge, IL; or Sat., July 31, 2010, 9:00-noon, at Glo-
ria Dei Lutheran Church, 4501 Main St., Downers Grove, 
IL.  Registration is not required, but if possible, please con-
�W�D�F�W���3�D�V�W�R�U���-�R�Q���W�R���O�H�W���K�L�P���N�Q�R�Z���\�R�X�¶�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���� 
 

 
 
 
 

Summer Community Event at United 
 

We give thanks for opportunities to gather together for fel-
lowship during summertime.  Come and join the fun on Sun-
day, July 25, for a free concert picnic at Scoville Park from 
5:30�² �����������S�P�����I�H�D�W�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���M�D�]�]���H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H���³�7�K�H���&�K�L�F�D�J�R��
�2�X�W�V�N�L�U�W�V���´�����$�I�W�H�U�Z�D�U�G�V�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���Z�D�O�N���R�Y�H�U���W�R���G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���2�D�N��
Park for ice cream.  A great outing for the whole family!  For 
more information, contact Pastor Jon. 


